
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
September 6, 2016 
 
Dear Cheltenham School District Families, 
 
Since February 11, 2016, the School Board’s designated negotiation team, along with members of the 
Administration, has met regularly with leadership of the Cheltenham Educators’ Association (CEA) to 
discuss the Teachers’ Collective Bargaining Agreement.  The current agreement expired June 30, 2016.  
Throughout our meetings, the School Board and Administration remained optimistic that the negotiation 
process would yield positive outcomes for both parties. Unfortunately, as of this date, we have not 
reached an agreement.  I remain convinced, however, that both our teachers and the School Board would 
like to resolve the substantive issues in dispute.  We continue to work with the assigned state mediator to 
hopefully move closer to a resolution.   
 
There have been a number of rumors and speculation that a possible teacher strike may take place.  
Though this has not been confirmed, please understand, that a strike has the potential to radically affect 
the continuity of our 2016-2017 school year. The law requires the union to provide 48-hour written 
notice of a strike.  Should this occur, I will promptly notify parents/guardians and staff via District 
website, email distribution, and the District cable channel. 
 
All of us have a personal stake in the welfare of our District. As a father of a child in the District, a 
resident of the community, and the Superintendent of Schools, I remain steadfast in making sound 
instructional and fiscal decisions my top priority. I am committed to keeping you, our families, informed 
on this matter to the best of my ability.  Of course, there are certain details that I cannot share publicly at 
this point.  
 
Please be advised that this letter is only an advance notice of the possibility of a strike. I thank you for 
your support as we work to ensure that high quality educational programming is afforded to each and 
every child we serve.  I will continue to keep you updated as I receive any new, additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Wagner Marseille, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
 


